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Frequently Asked Questions Regarding a Face-to-Face Return to School 
 

The purpose of this document is to provide you with the most up to date and current information 
the School District of Janesville has regarding a face-to-face return to school for the 20-21 
school year.  The procedures outlined allow for the District to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 
infection in students and staff to the largest extent possible and within reason based upon the 
current state of the COVID-19 pandemic.  As information is added and/or updated during this 
ever changing and fluid time, it will be shared out.  
 

Original Release Date:  July 14, 2020 
 

1. When will staff and students be required to wear masks at school? (Updated July 15, 
2020) 

a. At this time, following Rock County Public Health Department guidelines, in the 
appropriate setting, the District will require students or staff, who are able to do so 
safely, to wear masks, face coverings, or other personal protective equipment 
(PPE) where adequate physical/social distancing is not able to be achieved. 

i. For example, small group or one-on-one instruction, hallway passing time. 
b. Physical/social distancing is defined per Center for Disease Control (CDC) as 

keeping a safe space between yourself and other people who are not from your 
household.  To practice physical/social distancing, students and staff should try to 
stay about two arms’ length away from each other or at least six feet.  

c. Masks will be available to students and staff who do not have their own mask to 
wear and wish to do so while in school.  Staff will also be provided with a face 
shield if they wish to wear one in lieu of a mask.  

d. The District is committed to fostering a respectful environment in which there are 
no stigmas associated with or without wearing masks or face coverings.  The 
District will continue to follow guidance and directives from the Rock County 
Health Department regarding the use of PPE.  

 
2. Will it ever be optional for staff and students to wear masks at school? (Added July 

15, 2020) 
a. In situations when adequate physical/social distancing is able to be achieved, 

using masks/face coverings will be optional, but still highly recommended, while 
in school.  These optional situations are a case by case situation depending on 
factors such as, but not limited to, number of people in a singular space, size of 
space, ability to physically/socially distance, type of task or activity being 
engaged in (i.e. a welding course or building course where tools are being used 
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that a standard mask/face covering is not safe to wear in order to avoid being 
caught in machinery). 
 

3. Will consequences be issued for staff and students not wearing a mask? (Added July 
15, 2020) 

a. Those staff and students who are not wearing a mask or face covering shall be 
respected in that the reason behind no mask or face covering is that it is not safe 
to do so.  The Wisconsin Department of Health Services specifically provides a 
variety of examples as to when it may not be safe for an individual to wear a mask 
or face covering. 

b. Others in direct contact with individuals not in mask or face covering shall 
assume good intentions and reasons behind why the individual is not in mask or 
face covering.  Individuals not in masks or face coverings shall not be questioned, 
reprimanded, or given consequences for not being in a mask or face covering in 
the event of a reason protected by individual privacy rights 

c. The District will educate, rather than consequence, staff, students, and families on 
the importance and benefits of masks and other face coverings, for those who are 
safely able to do so, during the COVID-19.  

 
4. Will staff and students be required to have their temperature taken every day 

before entering school?  
a. No.  Staff and students will be provided with a daily health assessment checklist 

provided here.  It is the responsibility of staff, students, and/or parents/guardians 
of students to complete the health checklist each day before arriving at school. 
Staff and students needing access to a thermometer may request a temperature 
check at the school. Staff and students showing visible symptoms of being 
contagious will be sent home for the school day and are expected to remain at 
home until symptom free or cleared by a doctor to return to school.  

b. Students riding a bus to and from school should also complete the daily health 
assessment checklist above before boarding a bus to come to school.  

 
5. Does the District have a symptoms policy?  

a. Yes.  Students and staff experiencing symptoms not consistent with COVID-19 
should follow the “Too Sick for School” guidelines attached.  

b. Students and staff experiencing COVID-19 symptoms who have not been 
clinically evaluated and cleared must: 

i. Stay at home until there has been no fever for at least three days, and  
ii. There is improvement of other symptoms, and 

iii. At least ten days have passed since the symptoms first appeared.  
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DAY TO DAY

Individual Supplies & Equipment

Operations

Based on guidelines from WI Department of Health
Services, St. Croix County Public Health, Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), WI Department of Public
Instruction (DPI), American Academy of Pediatrics

As much as possible, students will have individual supplies.

Shared equipment will be cleaned between uses. 

Visitors & Volunteers

Visitors are expected to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms.

Those with symptoms are not permitted to enter the school.

Visitors who enter the school must wear a face covering/mask.

Non-essential visitors/volunteers will not be allowed beyond

the main office.

Face Coverings/Masks

Face coverings/masks are required indoors; except when

physical distancing is possible.

Families are encouraged to have their children practice

wearing face coverings before school starts. 

We understand that there may be some unique situations

related to face coverings, if you have questions please talk to

your child's school principal.
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